Members of both these activist groups construct their activism as a form of witnessing, but each of them manifests its own distinctive configuration of presence, documentation, and fearless speech. Each, in turn, develops its own particular blend of present-oriented activism and future-oriented memory work by combining witnessing practices that are anchored in its members' particular positioning vis-à-vis the occupation regime. Specifically, in this chapter I focus on these groups' use of photography exhibitions as cultural arenas and visual resources in and through which they have chosen to voice their dissent. Defiant of mainstream media coverage and official military parlance, they use their members' witnessing stance to problematize and condemn societal silences and denials concerning the day-to-day reality of the Israeli occupation in the Palestinian territories.
The two groups considered in this study share a basic view that holds the Israeli establishment, especially its military branch, rather than individual soldiers, responsible for the decades-long oppression of the Palestinian population in the occupied territories. They also share the goal of forcing the reluctant Israeli public to confront the nature and the human costs of the Israeli military control over three million Palestinians in the occupied territories of the West Bank and Gaza. The daily reality of life under occupation that remains largely hidden from the Israeli public is witnessed at close range by the soldiers upholding it and by the women activists, who have made it their task to monitor and report human rights violations at the checkpoints. While both these groups of eyewitnesses can claim direct knowledge of the disruptions and suffering the occupation policies and practices bring into the Palestinians' lives, they differ considerably in the nature of their presence at the site of occupation and in their positioning with respect to the reality to which they testify.
Breaking the Silence members perform their witnessing as perpetratorobservers in the scene of occupation. Their presence in this scene is institutionally mandated by their soldiering role, and epitomizes the Israeli matrix of control over the Palestinian population in the territories. 3 These control measures include a labyrinth of ever-changing rules and regulations, ongoing curfews, checkpoints, house searches, street patrols, and so on. The soldier-activists shift from the position of fully enmeshed participants to that of perpetrator-observers as they assume their witnessing role. This shift is often predicated on self-distancing moves resulting from experiences of "moral shock" ( Jasper, 1997) in response to incidents of harassment of Palestinian civilians. Being jolted out of their unreflective stance as perpetrators, they turn themselves
